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THE COURT: Mr. Jensen.

MR. JENSEN: Your Honor, at this time T would
call Demond Spruill to the stand,

(Witness sworn.)

THE CQURT: And if vou would remember to speak
into this microphone or loud enough so we can all hear
You, please,

Mr . Jensenl

MR. JENSEN: Thank vou, your Hondr.

DEMOND SPRUILL
called as a witness on behalf of the Peoplé, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. JENSEN:

Q. Tell us Your name, please.

AL Demond Spruill.

0. Bemond, what city do vou live in?%

A Alton

Q. How old are you?

A. I would be twenty-five.

Q. Did vou grow up in Madison County?

A, Yes.

0. You are wearing prison garb. Are vou

currently in custody?

198
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vou &va

Vasg.
Hew much money did vou sse Him with at one

Approximately fourteen, fiftesan thousand.

Fourteen or fifteen thousand dollars in
Correct.
Did vyoi know whare he got that money from?

Lma:&svéi‘m'ﬁiﬁ&@:ﬁﬁwﬁ?&#@@@‘m‘%@@ﬁ@w*}9'@3‘5(2‘8".6?- -

Do vt de-ad doge?
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SHAW: Judygs ,
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words beliny put into his mouth by the prasecutor.

MR.
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SHAW

.

and a mistrial
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COURT: Mr. Jensen.

MR. JENSEN: Your Honor, --

SHAW: It is lsading and suggestive.

THE COURT: Okay. I'11 sustain it a3 to
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What do yveou want to sav about that, Mr.
Jensan?

MR. JENSEN: It has to do with the degfendant's
opening statsment saving he nevar had anv monsv. He
didn't have cash and hs couldn'+ have been robbed
becauss of all that It goes towards the credibi 1Ev of
the witness as 1o that issue. It's for a limited
purpose, voeur Honor.

THEZ COURT: Well, let's limit it again., Go
shead and make inguiry into that, and I'11 te2l1l the
jurors again that 1f vou choosge o believe that
statement of that mmiformation, 1t is not o be
considsered by you for anything other than the ver
Limited purpose of an explanation of the testimony of
garlisr witnesses as to their motivation and assumpiions
in the -- their attempisd robbery. Okay, jurors?

A JUROR Yas, sir,

THE JURY: (Hedding heads ;

THE {OURT: Wr. Jensen.

ME. JENSEN: Phank vou, vour Honor.

. {By Mr. Jensen): Did vou know Mr. Evans to
have sums of cash available to him then?

A State that again.

Q. Bo vou know whether he had cash available to
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3. Now, did vou nave any Cconverss

s

ions with

M1,

A Yoz
. Did he ever indicate whether or net he had
bgen the victim of a3 homs invasion?

A Yas.
. Woudd vou teil us what he told yYou about that

home invasion?

sfaﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ@“ﬁ@mﬁmmQﬁeﬁwﬁﬁ@wﬁamEMSpﬁakEfSMandwsemewdmwgs
LRI A,

time did he vou whether or

knew

AL No, he didn't know at that time.

[ E— e 3 S o 4 PR N T -
0}, SRayY. 5S¢ UA2 {1T3T Lime he talked o YOU o s

had been victimized. but he just didntg

Al Right,

0. Did there ever com2 a point in fime when you

L

some of ths

1

that robberv?

)
-k

bacanies aware of truthsy

A Yes.

)

that time

e

Q. Whers were vou at

AL %@w@@&mmdm&mnh&@m@emehed?wgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂjbbeéMhim.
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houser=AnthonyvSitngleton .

g Anthonv-Singreton?

O, What-happened At that “times

A . Pa okigwo FMES OV e aTd R S ad g e 1} idyey
&s&e@#udeGEWEwwaﬁtwtmmwa*sﬁﬁé“gpeﬁker5?“scmemﬂeaﬁt
spaakers.,

Q. And when you zay Heart speakers, what are

A, Bagically vervy sxpensive speakers that
Reliable Bfsreo at that time was the only place that
would s2ll them 4in Alicon.

[l HOw many pecpls in Alfton would havs had thesza

AL Probably about three er four. About four.
7. And how much would speakers like these cost?

e

They run anywhere from iwo thousand to -- two
thousand to twenty-five thousand.
0. Two thousand twenty-five hindred?

A.  Right.

Fa

Ares these car speakers? 18 that what thev

B3
3
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A Yes. They are soms Dass speakers. Thev --

. -- and whatever ailse?
D14 anyon2 seem tao be inferested in purchasing

them at that time?

A Yag

"] wWho?

A Me and Bkeater was wantsd to purchase.

. QRav. How, when wa sav "Skeetey," who ars yvou
referring tn?

A Dameirie {ph.) Cox.

. When vou sav "Pookiz," who are vou referring
to?

A Nekamar Pzarson.

. And did Bksestey buy those speskers from
Nekemar then?

AL Vas,

Q. How much did he pav?

AL He gave Neksmay I think -- T think it was -—- 1

mean, I think it was about 3150 or $200 and an elght

[
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Sterea, pi

AL

the owner,

dealing wi

Ckay. How, 4id wou stay with Mr. Cox whan hs

£o have those spsakars insztalled?

Jim, and -~ because we get better daals

th the ownsr. And Jim ated that, where did

rt

spealkers from. I told him why, and he said

know who speakers thev belong to. 1 said. ch,

me that scmebody robkbed him for soms
and I put Lwo and two fogether that these nust
speaksrs that he got robbed for.

Did vou talk to Raven? And when wa say,

"Raven," who do we mean?

A.

We left Reliable

James Evans.

Did vou talk te Raven after that tim

g
E

q

Yes.

Where and when was that conversation?

)

fter getting thes spsaksrs

3
o
[y
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installed in the car, we laft and I want home. That wa
ocn Powhattan

o, L5 tnls three doors down fron Haven?

A, Caorract

Q Okav

AL 1 s2en Raven and he said, man, I heard that

nething. I just want to know who s0ld it to him. I
said, why? T mean, what's the big de2al? I knew what

the problsam ~- well, he id, I don't want tHemn back or

£ H
Jal;

nothing. I just want to know who gave them to him. And
then I teold him Fockis. He was iike, veah, okav

Q. When yvou told Jamas Evans ., Pookie scld those
speajsers, whnat did he say?

A He's just like yeah, okay, bet, bat. Hs

5
:Qﬁitanf_iy, vou kEnow.

. What does Lhat mean when someons 2378 "bel!"?
A Whatever vou take it for. I'm in beti.
Q. Okav. Did vou have any other conversatiods &%

that time about the speaksrs?

A. Na.

g. Did You ever have any other conversations then

with James Evans about Nekemar Pearson?

{5
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A A faw vears aftfer that,

. And where were those

A Powhatian again

. And wheo all was DTress

A Me and him

4. What did he szav at that

A, I was —-- 1 was on the ™an for,

wag a robbery charge, and I seen Raven.

Aa Chevy.

A Corrarct

. And y¥ou were hiding
time?

AL Zorract

a. What -- would you tel

conversation was about?

A, He

o

and -- what's up with vou an

d
vou know, the police suvpposed

287
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that time?
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Dalieve i+

He pulled up in
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what's up with vou
thig stuff about,

¢ be trving to get You
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for Nekamar? He”S-like, ohr, man, iat ms tell ¥ou sbout
that shit. He was liks get in. I goi in the fruck with
him and -—-

o. What kind of truck wWas he in?

A. An 8-10 Chevy. L owas a littls, small S-10
Chevy, vellow triuck

Q. Ckay All right What happensd in that
conversation?

A. He went on talling me that, man, I saw a girl,

I think he gaid Retra, hs

{E
s

aw her go in with Pockiz,. and
he say they pulled up and he was like T -- he stole on
me.  You know, he said they hid thém. And he zaigd
something about he heard a ghot, a

pop, and he said

Brian shot him But the wayv —- the way he said it and
the expression that was on hiz facs liks it could be
challenged like.

0. You didn't beligve what he was saving at that

time, is that what vou're saving?

A, Right .

oy

Okay., Did hs continue talking?

A Yes.

0. What did he say then after thalb?

Al e say le took him and put him in his
basement. And while he was in his basement, thev latsr
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then moved him and took him to ihe Wwoods .  He said that

Brian was like let's bury nim, and ne was like, WA,
don't got time for that shit, And he statsd that ha

shot him,

a. GkEay. dow, when he savs they had him in the

aasemenht, who ars vouy tal%ing abkouit? Who did he sav

there?
A, He 2aild bim, -— T beliesve him, Brian, and

ancgther guvy.

a D1d he ever mention the name of the other g

A towant to say Cliffie Whazelsr or Mikay Hook
but I believe it -~ I believe it was Sliff I'm not

0. Ckavy

A, -- regally sure.

. And vou said the three of thom had him in th

Pasement. Where did he gay they Look him from tha

basement?
A Huht
a. Where did they taks him irom the basement?
A, Ha say they took him to the woods. He just

said the woods.

Q. Gkay. Did he say why they had Nekemar like
that?
A Ho. He didn't give no explanation why.
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When he said they want ir
34y happened?

He say thev took him out the

wanted to burvy him and he said,

this, He statsd something like —-

Ukay. When you sav ha said

is this James Evans hera todavy?

And e gaid Briaa wanted to bury

Y]

= Or James Bvans said no

DId he zav where they went after

Ho.
Did he sver tail vou that Ci

ME. JENBEN: ©No furiher guestions.

M., Shaw.
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MR, JENSEN: Oh. one mars gueshion.

{Bv H™Mr. Jensenj: You had numeroius guns: is
act?

Yes.,

Have you zver raceivad ALY guns from James

Have vou ever sold any guns to James Evans?

Yas
How manvy?
I can't keep a count of them, I believe mors

five.

1
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Any nine millimaters?
One
MR. JENSEN: No further guastions.
THE COURT: Mr., Bhaw,.
CROSE-EXAMINATION
BY MR, SBAW:
Young man, vou have talked with the police
death of Nekemar, haven't yvou?
Yas .

You talked to this man gitting right in Lhe
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A Yeas,
. And isn't it a fact that My, Wells told vo

they were speaking Lo you Because vou
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a. And that was 1n- February, was 1it, of 1977
AL The first time he talked to me?

o Yeah.

A Na

e When was the first time?

A I belisve it was in '9%5, I believe.
3 And did he fell van why he had come to see

youl

3. Becausa you were implicated in the killing

A Ho He gal1d because T was a suspect.
. A suspect in the murder of Naokemar?
A, Correct

o, Now, do you know Clifton Whesler?

A, Yes.

3. How long have you known him?

A Appreximately about nine vears.
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0. Approximately nine vears. And how 40 vou kKnow
nim? How do vou happen to know Ciifton Wheeler?

A, Through school . Through jusi being in the
neighborheod. I mean wae lived three doors down from
nim.

Q. aAnd do you know what troubls, if any, Clifton
wWheelser has sver haen in®?

A. Any frouble? No.

Q. You den't?

AL Ro.,

a. Did voar ever get a nine millimeter pistol from
hnim?¥

A Have T ever gol & nipe millimetsr from him?

G. Frem Clifion Whesler?®

A No

Q. Lid vou ever s2ll him a nine millimeter?

A Yasg.

3. When did vogu sell Clifton Wheslar a nine
millimeter revolver?

A, I helieve 1t was arcund '90 --

Q. Bon, I gaid revolver It's a handgun.

A A revaliver?

Q. Just a handgun.

A, I haven't -~ I haven't sold him a revolver.
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0. I know that and I uged %ha wrong term.

A, T don't

{8

ven think there's a nine millimetsr

Q. I know thersz ig mot. This was a
gsamladtomdatic. Do vou

remember 2elling him a ninpe

millimetar?

A, Automatic?

Q. A handgun,

A, Yes .,

a. ALY right, And that was about whan?

A, I can't actually tell vou when, what date,

because vyou're dealing with vears ago.

2. 1t was before NsXemar was killed; isun't that
right?
A Right.

0. Now, vou =mayv ti the defendant seated hers

nat
told vou that he killed Nekaemar?

AL He said he shot Nekamar.

Q. Well, Nekemar died from being shot.

A, Okav.

a. Now, he told yvou that it happened whers?

N>l

On Powhattan.

When wgs the last time ~—~-

A

. de stated ~-

214
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. Go ahead.
A He stated that Brian shot him on Powhattan,

However, he siatad Lo me that he shot him once he was
ocut at the woods.

Q. Well, he told you two stories. He told you it
wagd Brian --

AL Na, 1t's all in ¢ne story.

o, What did he say sbdut Brian?

A He *gzzid that Brian shot nim on ?Qwhattan.

Q And then he saild that hs shot him?

A Out where he fook his body --

Q Now, are vou telling us --

AL Can I finish the guestion?

. Let me asik you this. Are vou teliing us that

he said that he, being James Evans who is seated here,

that James Evanps told vou that Brian Warr shot Nekemar?

A, Yes.
o And &id he tell you how Brian did that?
A He Jjust said he heard a pow.

Q. He heard a pow?

A Right.

0. And then he said that -- what did he tell you
he did after that?

AL He tock Wekemar in the house,

215
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housge,

walking towards his house,

hand side.

0.

that he

lg mama live on the right hand side.

And that this pow

ry
o
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e wherae?
On Powhatitan,
On Powhattan?

R 19:_1: .

And do vou know anvy of the peopls who livs
Ly Jim Evans?

Jamas Evansg’t

James Evans,

I beileve his mama, if T face mv back to his

I'm

hizs mama live on the left

And dbo vou kmow whe lived on the

A vacant lot. A vacant lot.

D0 you kKnow whéere anvons by the name of Judy

Who?

you don'ti.

No
And he heard one shot?
Right

vou say that James Evang told you

they carried the body into the house?
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the people that are in
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't that
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Corract,

L

How, he d1d

heard

J1#]

Right.

And that ne

right?

I don't Znow,

]

i

Did the poilie

No.

How, are vyou in iail now?
Yes.

Wiat are you in jail for now?

v

OBE of

i

sslon a4 WEaponn.

What Xind cf a WeAPOTLT

A nine millimstar.

A nine millimeter semiautomat
Correct;
When was ths last

this courtroom?

Any of the peopls

- tall you why you
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time you talked to any of

in this courtroom?
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a. Weil, thers's three peopls sitting st tuat
table. Havas you talksd to any of fhose peopls within

A, Yer,
0. Jith whom 4id vou speak?
By ALl of them
R ALl of them. And whers ware You when all of
them talked Lo vou?
A.  In the County Jail. Just a little while ago. ;
a. And what did vou Talk about?
A, They just said vou can come over heres to

trral. To Pookie -~ I mean. to Raven's itrial, and we

o+

want vou to statse what, vou know, state to ths Jury what

', Now, vou're in Jail for what PUrpose now? Was

1t & gun cass? The most recant 4 gun casg? A falon in

A Correct,
9} And when were yvou arrested on that? !
A Cutober ~-- I believe it was “he BLh., 6th ar

7 Ootober of whar? i
3 The 6th or the 5th. I came into the County. :
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before that, where wers you’?

A Before that I was at homs.

o, You wera at home?

A Right.

J Have vou been sentenced at all on thi
situation of a3 felon in possession?

A No It's st111 pending.

] It's sLill pending?

A Corract.

Q. And when vou talkad with the ~- T Juess,
¥ou speak to the prosecuitor who's seated over heras?
Now, the presecutor is ths nice locking guvy =sitting
right here,

ME., JENSEY Thanks, Chuck.

O, {8y Mr. Shaw) Did vou gpsak with him?

A Yes

0. And how aboul this cther nics icoking fel
sitting in the middi=?

A Yeg.

Q. And you and I lsok about the Same.

¥ow, voung man, vou talked about this cas

didn't vou?
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These two men.

them only what Raven t0ld me.
7. Fow, was that ths first time Vo

AL Huh?

Q. Was this the fivst time that vou
them today or vssterday?

A. Wo. I talked to them beforas.

G. About how often Aid you speak to

DJ
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€
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A, Wsll, T talked

ta th

3

2
te him what Ravsn has told me.
G Now, 4id Raven ever t2ll vyou that

Nekemar was one of the peocplie who raided hi

fu
f‘D

AL Ho.
. £id he tell you when he found out

now he found cut about it7?

A He found out through me.
. You'rs the ons that told him?

A, Huh?

$erd
rt
0

}.__I
s

me.

tailked to

talked with

tham?
I sxpliainsd

he knew that

& house?

about it oz

G. You teld -~ you told Jamés FEvans that this
Nekemar raided nis house?
A, No, I told James Evans that —- who sold ma the
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