An appeals court cited Madi-
e court son COunty’-prose'cutors’ “strik-
ey ng relationship” with a prolific
the jauhouss spitch in overturning'a
lerat - man’s conviction for murdering a
Gtcom. Granite City man whose body

was dumped in a grain silo.’

Court aims criticism at jailhouse

BY BRIAN BruGGEMANK
News-Demogrgt

snitch

The 5th District Appellate -
Court in Mount Vernon has or-
dered a new trial for Jeramey
Brown, 30, of Granite City who
hasbeen serving & 75-year prison

grain silo after he interrupted a
‘burglary at his home. -

A prosecution. witness  at
Brown's = trial was Demond
* Spruill of Altan, a cellmate -of
- Brown who was awaiting trial on
charges of armed robbety, con-

sentence for the 'murder of | Spiracy to commit home inva-

Michael Keller,

taped to a chair, stabbed to d

and dumped in"an abandoned!

a.40-yearold! sion, aggravated discharge of a
Testaurant cook who was duct:! firearm .and possession: of - a

eath! weapor by a felon. *

. - The appeals court, in an opin- -

ion written by Justice Clyde
Kuehn, noted thag Spruill had
testified for Madison County
prosecutors as a jailhouse snitch
in five previous murder cases,
“Quite remarkably, against as-
tronomical odds of random se-
lection, this case ,marked the
sixth time that Spruill and an ac-
cused, whom Madison County
brosecutors very much wanted
to convict of murder, ended up

sharing a common’ cell,” Kuehn
wrote. “And, as fates would have
it. Spruill claimed on all six oeca-
sions that the common cell
proved to be a confessional.”

~ The court overturped the con-
viction on grounds that Brovwm'’s
court-appointed attorney, John
Delaney, did not elfectively rep-
resent Brown because Delaney
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did not try to keep from tﬂal_ﬁm

tape recordings of conve
betveen Brown and Spr;
map drawn by B i showing
the residence.of an elderly wit-
_i:icis]-s Brown "«’é—”ﬂ?' Spruill to

« The opinion, filed Friday, re-
‘peatedly lashes former Assistant
State's Attorney Keith Jensen,
while Delaney is never men-
tioned by name. .

. “Madison County prosecutors
have allowed Demond Spruill a
license to arm himself, plot home
invasions, and shoot at people
‘over the course of his career.asa
Madison County prosecution
witness,” Kuehr: wrote. “Unques-

anda .

Honably, Spruill has been com-
pensated handsomely for his tes-

Hmony, with the most precious

of commodities — his freedom.”
Jensen, who left the state’s at-

torney’s office to take ajob as an-

attarnerer Nllinois State Police,

tould nat be reached for com- .

ment Wednesday. :

Delaney said Wednesday he
didn’t challenge the use of Spruill
as a snitch because it had been al-
lowed before. - - :

*1 think it was a mistake by
the prosecutor in his discretion
to use someone so rotten,” De-
laney said. ’ :

Spruill admitted at the trial
that he has provided Jensen with
eight or nine jailhouse confes-
sions.

court’s decision rips prosecut

“When we turn to an exaini-

nation of Spruill's credibility, ab- -
sent the tapes and -the -docu--

ments, our most immediate ob-
servation is the striking relation-
ship between Spruill and Madi-
son County prosecutors over the
course of the past decnde,” thr

appellate opinion states. *“Madi

son‘County prosecutors appear
to have forged a symbiotic al-
liance with Spruill, an under-
standing of mutual benefit on
matters criminal in pature.” - |

° Brown was convicted in Janu-
ary 2003. ' ]

" At the trial, Spruill said he
worked as a snitch in the Brown
case only because he disliked
anyone who would want to 1dll
an elderly woman — the witnesa

targeted by Brown. 4
* After having the recorded con-
versations with Brown and gath-

dealing cocaine,
Stephanee Smith, a spokes-
man for the Madison Couaty

ering the map, Spruill was re-  state's attorney’s office, declin:d
leased on a promise to appear I comment on details of Hie vvellis,

court later. The charges that
were .pending -against Spruill
tWwere - ahsn-usged in 72003 hy
Jensen, who cited Sprirll's assis-
ce to law enforcement agen-
ces,. S
" The court specifically noted
that Spruill somehow recetved 4
fouryear prison term, two yaars
less than the mandatory mird-
mum term, after being convicled
in 1993 of thwee felonles, includ-
ing atternpted murder, and that
‘he somehow served only two
years of an eight-year prison sen-
tence he received in 1997 for

but said the caseisin the process
- of being assigned to a prosecutor.

ing to obviously retry it,” Smith
sald. "Obviously,. we're disap-
pointed.” - 3

Brown is expected to be re-
turaed from a state prison to the
Madison County Jail to await tri-

The appeals court ruled that
Delaney should have moved to
bar the evidence procured by
Spruill because Spruill was in ef-
fect working as an arm of the

r for usmg jail witness™and defense attorney
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state, and Brown had a Sixth
Amendment right to have an at-
torney present during any com-
rmnication with state agents.
o= codeendmeis of L
Brown have been enavicted and
sentenced. Eugene Swaiford 5’3'»‘ B
50 yédfs, Ailen Hofiun got o
years, and Sytena Swaiford got 23
years but her seatenee has been
reduced to 15 years [cr cooperat-
ing with prosecutors. -
Spruill is currently being hald
on new charges ofarmmed robbery
and home invasion.

Contact reporter £rizin Bruegge-
mann at 592-54°] or bbrucege-
monni@bnd.zom.
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